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INTRODUCTION. 

As I look around me at some of the problems facing Australia and what I 

consider to be bizarre political conduct, I wonder what makes us different from 

Finns, Turks, Germans, Hungarians and every other nationality. I have long said 

that the basic belief in Australia is that, “you do whatever you think you can 

get away with.” This is insufficient – it is in combination with a whole host of 

other beliefs and myths which form the Australian character. 

The way that Australians see themselves is very important because it forms the 

basis of the reaction to how they see life and disaster evolving around them. 

Contrast the French reaction to political events with violent mobs in the street 

in her quiet and calm it is in Australia. I have seen with my own eyes cavalry 

with drawn swords trying to control the crowd in front of the Casa Rosada in 

Buenos Aires at the inauguration of President Illia. There is little passion in 

Australia. 

The way we live is very important in determining what our priorities are as we 

try to make and keep a good life. 

The last few decades have seen the dominance of the Liberal/National 

coalition and how it has changed everything. Most of all the equality that 

Australians used to cherish as part of an egalitarian society is gone. It has been 

replaced by huge numbers who are homeless and hungry and suffering in the 

midst of unbelievable wealth in the hands of a few. 

What has been amazing has been the total disregard for the interests of all 

Australians while the Coalition denies the rights of so many in order to benefit 

a few and resists helping the unfortunate. Many of the conventions of political 

life have been ignored with unbelievable arrogance. 

 Ian Bersten March 2020. 

 

 

 

 



THE LUCKY COUNTRY 

i
  

Never was so much given to so many for doing so little. Using the fiction that 
that the newly discovered land of Australia belonged to nobody, Great Britain 
claimed it for itself and proceeded over a long period of time to share its 
wealth with those who managed to establish themselves in the new colony. 
The convicts, even though they became free, did not do very well and most of 
the land was parcelled out one way or another to ex-convicts, free settlers or 
soldiers. 

Australians celebrate Australia Day as a triumphal occasion, but it only 
represents the interests of the invaders. Those who were invaded, the native 
Australians, do not see it in the same light. They have every right to see 
themselves as Australians, because after all they were the original Australians 
and yet they are being asked to celebrate their defeat. Australia is not the 
lucky country for everybody.         

Initially it did not seem that the new colony would prosper but it would not 
take long to discover vast forests, minerals, gold, silver, lead, coal as well as 
plenty of land for sheep to produce mountains of lamb for eating and bales of 
wool for shearing. There was also plenty of land to grow wheat extensively and 
by the year 1900 Australia was exporting so much food that it had the highest 
standard of living in the world. Not everybody shared equally in the wealth and 
there was a constant battle between the squatters and the labour force who 
were needed to convert the riches into hard cash. There was also a constant 



battle about how the riches would be shared. The high demand for labour 
meant that the workers could demand and get an eight hour working day, five 
days a week. It looked like a workers’ paradise by world standards, yet they 
still wanted more but the squatters who were raking it in did not want to share 
it. The result was strikes and plenty of them as militant unions tried to improve 
the lot of their members. 

 

There are three factors of production – land, labour and capital - land and 
capital produce nothing without labour. In order to produce maximum returns 
on land and capital, it is necessary to keep wages as low as possible. Those 
who possess land and capital are capitalists. The moment land was handed 
out, society was divided into two classes who had different interests – land and 
capital holders who wanted wages down, and labour in the form of workers 
who wanted wages up. Land and capital can be inherited, labour cannot be 
inherited –it is transient. Once a person becomes a Capitalist, they generally 
develop a different mindset. The tension continues to this very day as the 
Liberal Party, representing basically the managerial class, professionals and 
business interests, slugs it out with the Labor Party in Parliament, which 
represents the interests of the workers and anybody else who believes in social 
justice. 

                                                           
i
 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/85779567884738564/https://www.pintere
st.com.au/pin/85779567884738564/ 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/85779567884738564/
https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/85779567884738564/
https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/85779567884738564/


                                                                                                                                                                                     

Apathy 

Apathy is considered to be one of our national traits. Another way of looking at 

apathy is that it is really just a reflection that other things have higher 

priorities. It can also be interpreted as a feeling that we as individuals are 

incapable of changing things and that we should therefore leave them for 

others to take charge while we continue to live in our own little cocoons. 
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i 

It is unlikely that people are apathetic by nature. Faced with problems or 

opportunities it is a normal human reaction to try and find a solution. It is only 

when there is a realisation that no matter how hard you try to achieve 

something, you find that all the forces lined up against you are too strong and 

you can achieve nothing. Over a long period of time the forces of capital 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

conspired to limit the ability of the workers to claim their fair share of the good 

life that they helped to produce.  

Modern Australia is experiencing unacceptable wealth inequality, and there is 

popular discontent about insecure work and a future with few guarantees. Tax 

avoidance on a massive scale ensures that there is less money to transfer to 

the poor, sick, old and underprivileged. All this while Australian banks post 

record profits in the billions of dollars, coupled with half-million-dollar pay 

rises for their chief executives, and plan to lay off thousands of staff in search 

of even greater profits. 

 

http://www.yourdemocracy.net.au/drupal/node/28950 

Apathy is not the reason that most Australians aren’t trying to change the 

system. They realise that the system is rigged against them to such an extent 

that they have no chance. The knowledge that the dismissal of Gough 

Whitlam’s government with a conspiracy of the legal community at the highest 

http://www.yourdemocracy.net.au/drupal/node/28950


                                                                                                                                                                                     

level and Malcolm Fraser as leader of the Liberal party, can happen without 

repercussion is indicative of the forces facing labour. The only alternative left 

for dissenters is insurrection on the streets, but that is seen as hopeless 

knowing the physical forces potentially arraigned against them combined with 

the legal system determined to maintain the status quo. 

 

i 

It is unlikely that people are apathetic by nature. Faced with problems or 

opportunities it is a normal human reaction to try and find a solution. It is only 

when there is a realisation that no matter how hard you try to achieve 

something, you find that all the forces lined up against you are too strong and 

you can achieve nothing. Over a long period of time the forces of capital 

conspired to limit the ability of the workers to claim their fair share of the good 

life that they helped to produce.  

Modern Australia is experiencing unacceptable wealth inequality, and there is 

popular discontent about insecure work and a future with few guarantees. Tax 

avoidance on a massive scale ensures that there is less money to transfer to 

the poor, sick, old and underprivileged. All this while Australian banks post 

record profits in the billions of dollars, coupled with half-million-dollar pay 

rises for their chief executives, and plan to lay off thousands of staff in search 

of even greater profits. 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

http://www.yourdemocracy.net.au/drupal/node/28950 

Apathy is not the reason that most Australians aren’t trying to change the 

system. They realise that the system is rigged against them to such an extent 

that they have no chance. The knowledge that the dismissal of Gough 

Whitlam’s government with a conspiracy of the legal community at the highest 

level and Malcolm Fraser as leader of the Liberal party, can happen without 

repercussion is indicative of the forces facing labour. The only alternative left 

for dissenters is insurrection on the streets, but that is seen as hopeless 

knowing the physical forces potentially arraigned against them combined with 

the legal system determined to maintain the status quo. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yourdemocracy.net.au/drupal/node/28950


                                                                                                                                                                                     

Sport  

Nothing encompasses the Australian character like sport. Sporting success is 

held up as some type of living nirvana available to all people at all times, and it 

is. Success on the sporting field gives you skiting rights against somebody else 

or someone else’s team. Australia’s sporting heroes in the fields of cricket, 

tennis, swimming, hockey and any other athletic activity with a silver cup or a 

gold medal as a reward, are held up as examples of a superior civilisation 

which has somehow developed from what Britain thought were those second-

class citizens that had somehow got away. Nothing could give greater delight 

than to show those toffs from the Old Country that they were useless at most 

forms of sport. Losing for the English became the national sport, and they had 

to be rescued by stealing Australian coaches to show them how to win.  

The sports program in every school is very important and everybody is 

encouraged to participate to show that the current team is the best of all. The 

country abounds in golf courses, cricket ovals, football fields, netball courts 

and tennis courts, swimming pools – every form of sporting activity is 

encouraged as being a great teacher of life experiences – how to win and how 

to lose. But Aussies hate to lose… 

Sport is a reality that cannot be fudged with fake news. The results are there 

for all to see and the “baggy green”, the cap that Australian cricket players 

earn when they are selected for the Australian cricket team is the pinnacle of 

success, a trophy above all. 

Sport is the conduit for all those national aspirations of greatness, as vast 

numbers of the population go to matches or watch on television in the hope 

that Australia can beat the living daylights out of some upstarts representing a 

foreign flag, and in so doing, the stain of inferiority shall be ground down until 

we are seen for what we are – champions.  

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

 

Contact sport is a very important part of the Australian sporting scene. Most of 

the world plays soccer which is not supposed to be a contact sport. It would be 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

fair to say that boxing is the only contact sport in most countries. Contrast this 

with Australia where there are two rugby codes, AFL and cricket which are 

contact sports. Most people would not consider cricket to be a contact sport 

but it is certainly legitimate to bowl a hard cricket ball at great speed at the 

batsmen’s body and head. The football codes certainly require a level of 

physical toughness to play and since most boys are brought up to play them 

from an early age they are not considered to be excessively dangerous. In 

more recent years young girls and women are also playing rugby and AFL, 

putting their bodies on the line just like their male counterparts. The violence 

and aggression needed to play these games must leave an impression on the 

national character and is reflected in the amount of violence, drunken and 

otherwise bad behaviour seen everywhere. Alcohol is not the cause of the 

violence but seems to accompany it. Japanese get drunk but they aren’t 

violent. Other forces must be at play. 

American football is also a contact sport and while it attracts enormous 

numbers of spectators and television audiences, the number of players seems 

limited to high schools, colleges and professional football teams with the 

number over the age of 22 extremely small whereas in Australia the numbers 

over the age of 22 and still playing are very large by comparison. Possibly this 

explains the pervading nature of aggressive behaviour in our society. 

Australian sport differs from American sport in another significant way. All 

Australian sporting teams have a captain which carries with it leadership 

responsibilities and assumes an exceptional skill level. Most American teams 

do not have a captain – they have coaches. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

AUSTRALIAN HUMOUR 

The Australian character has been formed very much by its literature and that 

includes cartoons and comic strips.  

In the days when newspapers were very common (1930s-1970s), the Sunday 

edition always had a special section of comic strips for the kids and during the 

week there were other comic strips as well as cartoons. It is easy to imagine 

the effect on their impressionable minds as they followed their heroes every 

Sunday. It is not possible to show more than a small selection of what was 

available but the universal character that comes through practically all of the 

Australian cartoons and comic strips is that the main character is a larrikin, 

scallywag, smartarse child or adult who presents as a poorly dressed, untidy, 

rough and ready person and often portrays a country bumpkin or battler. 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

Larrikins 

From the beginning of the 1870’s right through to the early 1900’s, many of Melbourne’s 

streets were plagued by gang members who followed a violent subculture known as 

‘larrikinism’. Though the fashions evolved a little here and there (e.g baggy trousers into 

bell-bottoms), the male larrikins of the 1880’s had their own particular style of dress: a 

broad-rimmed black hat, short black coat with as many pockets and braids as possible - 

and bell-bottom trousers, tight at the top, flared at the base. From beneath the trouser 

flares could be seen boots with pointy toes. The boots had high heels which were shod 

with brass tips for maximum sound effect on the pavement. A lot of the Collingwood 

larrikins worked in local boot factories and pimped their footwear by sewing in small 

mirrors or photos of their girlfriends. The larrikins mostly dressed in black, the only 

other colour in their attire being a bright scarf and occasionally some coloured tassels 

hanging from the back of their jackets. 

The female larrikins, or 'larrikinesses' as they were known, also had their own original 

fashion styles. Their fashions also evolved over time but one of the popular larrikiness 

looks included a straw hat with large plumes of Ostrich feathers, a plush velvet jacket, 

long laced boots to the knees with short skirts to show off the length of the boots. A 

short parasol was a popular accessory as it doubled as a club during a melee. Their 

clothing was said to have been of a violent array of colours including purple, puce, 

violet, scarlet and emerald green, often mixed together.i 

i                 -        

The Macdonaldtown-push/ 

https://macdonaldtownbicycleclub.com/2017/02/01/larrikin-disturbance-at-erskineville%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20The%20Macdonaldtown-push/
https://macdonaldtownbicycleclub.com/2017/02/01/larrikin-disturbance-at-erskineville%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20The%20Macdonaldtown-push/


                                                                                                                                                                                     

i 

 

 

Boofheadi 

Bluey and Curley 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/114450739


                                                                                                                                                                                     

    

BLUEY AND CURLY 

Bluey and Curley were initially based on two larrikin diggers, and readers followed 
their Aussie adventures from Britain to the army’s occupation of Japan, to attempts 
at civvy life as wharfies, lion tamers and private detectives.  i 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

Emile Mercier was a famous Sydney cartoonist from the 1950's who had a topical cartoon 

published in the now defunct "Sydney Sun" every weekday evening for many years. His 

cartoons are characterised by springs holding up the floor, an obsession with gravy, that 

funny little bearded man in the 3 wheeled car and, sometimes, unusual drawings of 

telephones and similar devices. 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

i 

 

i 

GINGER MEGGS: AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE BOY 

Ginger Meggs first appeared in the Us fellers comic strip in Sydney’s Sunday 
Sun newspaper in 1921, and he and his gang – including girlfriend, Minnie Peters, 
and arch nemesis, Tiger Kelly – have kept us company ever since. This mischievous 
Australian icon was created by James ‘Jimmy’ Bancks. With his instantly 
recognisable red hair, shorts and shoes, his larrikin charms and endless ability to get 
himself into and out of trouble, ‘Ginge’, as he was affectionately known, reflected the 
everyday lives of his readers and became part of our popular culture. 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

Dad and Dave -Watch Dad and Dave on YouTube.  Dad and Dave from 

Snake Gully was an Australian radio drama series based on the On Our 

Selection stories of Steele Rudd. The series is more often referred to 

simply as Dad and Dave. Dad and Dave from Snake Gully was an 

Australian radio drama series based on the On Our Selection stories 

of Steele Rudd. The series is more often referred to simply as Dad and 

Dave. It was homespun humour about country people. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_Our_Selection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_Our_Selection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steele_Rudd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_Our_Selection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steele_Rudd


                                                                                                                                                                                     

i 

The swagman humped his swag around the countryside. 

The Australian image in cartoon life began as Ginger Meggs, morphed into 

Boofhead, Bluey and Curley, Wally and the Major, Dad and Dave and finally 

ended up as a real-life swagman. 

 

 Stanley Cross created Australia’s best-known cartoon, “coarsely, stop laughing – this is serious”. 

Wally and the Major was popular for decades 

Giuseppe says to his Australian mate, “You Australians are a funny people.” 

“Why do you say that?” 

“Because you say everything back the front.” 

“What do you mean?” 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

“When are you tall, they call you shorty. When you’re fat they call you skinny. 

When you’re skinny they call your fatty. When you got red hair, they call you 

blue.” 

“That’s right.” 

“Here am I a virgin. Everybody calls me a fuckin’ Italian.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AUSTRALIAN CHARACTER PARADIGM 

Perhaps it all comes down to – do whatever you think you can get away with, 

and don’t take any responsibility if things go wrong, because in any case 

nobody wants to see you suffer and doesn’t really want to see you convicted 

unless you are in a despised group. ‘You do what you think you can get away 

with; even if you fail, we won’t blame you; it was only a joke and not serious 

enough to go to jail for anyway; even if you muck it up the first time, you can 

fix it up later; what’s the pressure to get it right anyway?’ 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

There is a sense that everything is so flexible and open to personal 

interpretation that individuals and corporations also think they can get away 

with anything. They try it once or twice and find they are not caught and then 

continue in the belief that they will never be caught. It would be interesting to 

test for the existence of this formula of behaviour in practically every case of 

malfeasance by criminals, company executives, public servants and politicians 

that is published in the press every day. 

 i 

A very common expression used in Australia is, “Have a go, you mug!” It is an 

exhortation to somebody who thinks he or she is going to fail and you think 

also is going to fail, to do it. Don’t hold back, chance your hand. It is the 

corollary in some sense of, “don’t try too hard, it doesn’t look good.”  

The tall poppy syndrome is alive and well in Australia but probably noticeable 

less than previously because of the cacophony of criticism about everybody in 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

the press and social media. 

 

i 
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also is going to fail, to do it. Don’t hold back, chance your hand. It is the 

corollary in some sense of, “don’t try too hard, it doesn’t look good.”  

The tall poppy syndrome is alive and well in Australia but probably noticeable 

less than previously because of the cacophony of criticism about everybody in 

the press and social media.  

https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/the-morrison-
government-takes-australia-from-bad-to-worse,12249 
i https://www.redbubble.com/people/kudelka/works/1162025-tallish-poppy-

syndrome 
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https://www.redbubble.com/people/kudelka/works/1162025-tallish-poppy-syndrome
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The Australian way - She’ll be right, mate 

There is some mystical concept called, “The Australian way” which can be 

conjured up at any moment in defence of what we do. It is to be used at any 

time against pesky foreigners who think they may know something better than 

we do. By definition, they cannot. We know best. 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

The essence of the Australian character and behaviour is encapsulated in the 

expression, “She’ll be right, mate.” It is a blind expression of optimism which 

can be said at any time of difficulty, even when there are no grounds for 

optimism at all. When you include the other parts of the paradigm and look at 

the results when things do not go well, you can see that Australians are not 

well equipped to handle failure. There must be some relationship between this 

and the high levels of suicide and violence. It is almost as if Australians have no 

mechanisms to handle failure or the inability to force their opinions and 

decisions onto others – they cannot see, and do not understand that their 

violent, aggressive actions will not actually achieve anything. 

It is very common to read in the press that Australia is the best country on 

earth. For many it is and for large numbers it is not so good at all. It all depends 

on your point of view. Those who live in the best suburbs of Sydney and 

Melbourne can travel back and forth from their home to work without seeing 

that the vast majority in their cities have much lower standards of living. 

Ignorance is bliss. 

The vastness of the country means that settlement is often very sparse with 

long distances between towns and between the farms and houses and the 

towns. As a consequence, many of the services that come with living in a large 

town are simply not available in rural areas and there has been a very strong 

development of mateship – an immediate instinct to befriend somebody else 

and to help them when in trouble. When there are bushfires, floods and 

droughts, the whole community joins together for the benefit of everybody. 

Together we stand, divided we fall. 

 

Our soldiers. 

Australians have been brought up with unrealistic wartime myths: Our soldiers 

are terrific. They helped defeat the Boers in South Africa. Gallipoli was a 

disaster but our soldiers were terrific. We would have won except for those 

stupid bloody English generals who stuffed it up. The Light Horse in Palestine 

proved that the Turks were useless. Monash beat the Germans single-handed 

but the English won’t give him any credit for it. [The last time I was in Ypres 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

there was no mention of him whatsoever.] We beat the Italians in North Africa 

and covered ourselves in glory. The Americans can’t fight and the French are 

useless, even in retreat. The Brits aren’t much better. All in all we’re superior 

to everybody. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

THE ANZAC SPIRIT 

This is an amalgam from various sources. 

The legend of Anzac was born on 25 April 1915, and was reaffirmed in eight months' fighting 
on Gallipoli. Although there was no military victory, the Australians displayed great courage, 
endurance, initiative, discipline, and mateship. Such qualities came to be seen as the Anzac 
spirit. 

Many saw the Anzac spirit as having been born of egalitarianism and mutual support. 
According to the stereotype, the Anzac rejected unnecessary restrictions, possessed a 
sardonic sense of humour, was contemptuous of danger, and proved himself the equal of 
anyone on the battlefield. 

Australians still invoke the Anzac spirit in times of conflict, danger and hardship. 

Anzac stood, and still stands, for reckless valor in a good cause, for enterprise, resourcefulness, 

fidelity, comradeship, and endurance that will never own defeat. 

The Spirit of the ANZAC continues today in times of hardship such as cyclones, floods and bush fires. 

At those times Australians come together to rescue one another, to ease suffering, to provide food 

and shelter, to look after one another, and to let the victims of these disasters know they are not 

alone.[2] 

                                       

                                             Simpson and his donkey                     Stretcher bearer 

 

https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/anzac-centenary/digger-in-famous-gallipoli-photo-revealed-as-a-

south-australian-stretcher-bearer/news-story/c052467dcb15ef9fa1a273221b050bf2 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/dawn/spirit/extended
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anzac_spirit#cite_note-AWM-2
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/anzac-centenary/digger-in-famous-gallipoli-photo-revealed-as-a-south-australian-stretcher-bearer/news-story/c052467dcb15ef9fa1a273221b050bf2
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/anzac-centenary/digger-in-famous-gallipoli-photo-revealed-as-a-south-australian-stretcher-bearer/news-story/c052467dcb15ef9fa1a273221b050bf2

